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Overview 
In line with new legislation, Recycle Scotland is changing the way we collect, store and dispose of 

upholstered furniture items, resulting in an increase in fees for this type of service. As of 1 February 

2024, Waste Upholstered Domestic Seating (WUDS) containing Persistent Organic Pollutants 

(POPs) have been banned from being sent to landfill, on the authority of new regulations enforced 

by The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA).  

What are POPs and WUDS? 

POPs are organic chemical substances that persist without breaking down, posing risks to both 

human health and the wider environment. Under the new regulation, SEPA states that items 

containing POPs must be segregated from other waste materials to prevent contamination during 

recycling. 

WUDS refers to seating items commonly found in households or businesses. Upholstered domestic 

seating resembling household seating, such as those found in offices, are assumed to contain 

POPs. 

Many items of upholstered domestic seating can contain elevated levels of POPs. Examples 

include:  

• Sofas  

• Office chairs  

• Armchairs 

• Kitchen and dining room chairs  

• Stools and foot stools  

• Futons, bean bags, and floor and sofa cushions  

This list includes any part made of or containing leather, synthetic leather, other fabric or foam.  

What does this mean for Recycle Scotland and our partners? 

As a Waste Carrier business, Recycle Scotland only segregates product at our warehouse. Our 

Waste Management recycling partners are responsible for segregating material, such as foams and 

fabrics, containing POPs.  

Our waste partners must now implement different recycling processes to comply with SEPA's new 

regulations. Since POPs materials are considered hazardous waste, they require specific processes 

and personal protective equipment (PPE) for safe recycling.  

As a result of the new recycling process, our waste partners have increased their fees resulting in 

additional costs directly related to POPs. These increased charges cover the extra work involved in 

transporting, segregating and disposing of this material.  

For more information, find the full guidance from SEPA here. 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/tnoa12he/waste-upholstered-domestic-seating-containing-pops-guidance.pdf

